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Good Evening. We are doing it right tomorrow night! Southern Rhone and the magical
2016 Vintage of Chateauneuf du Pape!
Join us on Friday, December 7th from 4-8 PM
Dinner Special: Cioppino (tomato based seafood soup/ w/rustic bread)
Reservations welcome: 503-589-0775 add Santiam Wine & Bistro to your speed dial!
Full pour: $40 Half pour $22
About the remarkable vintage 2016 for Southern Rhone – The 2016s are on another level. The vintage
started with a mild spring resulting in a large even crop set. This was followed by a dry, hot summer featuring
numerous days over 95° Fahrenheit and less than 3 inches of total precipitation. However, while hot and dry,
the driving characteristic of this vintage was the incredibly cool nights which helped maintain acidity in the
grapes as well as resulted in terrific aromatics and freshness in the final wines. Harvest occurred from the
middle of September through the early part of October. The large crop, even, hot daytime temperatures, little
precipitation and cool night resulted in a beautiful vintage that comes closest in style to 1990, or even a
hypothetical mix of 2010 and 2007. The wines are beautifully concentrated and structured – on par with 2010 –
yet have a more open, sexy, voluptuous style due to the larger yields. The tannin quality is beautiful, the wines
have notable freshness and purity, their alcohol is integrated, and quality is incredibly high across all the
regions. In fact, the biggest surprise was the consistency of the vintage, which is even more homogenous than
2015. This is truly an extraordinary vintage.
The Wines:
2016 Vieux Telegraphe Chateauneuf-du-Pape La Crau $95
Undoubtedly one of the top vintages of this wine, the 2016 Chateauneuf du Pape La Crau features classy notes
of crushed stones and black tea to go along with ripe raspberries and black cherries. Full-bodied yet silky,
there's more power and richness in La Crau than in Piedlong, yet there's commensurate elegance and finesse.
The wine grows in intensity on the finish without ever seeming heavy or overripe, instead offering hints of tea
and licorice. 96 Points Wine Advocate
2016 Clos Saint Jean Chateauneuf-du-Pape Vieilles Vignes $60
The assemblage for the 2016 Chateauneuf du Pape Vieilles Vignes is the same as for the "regular"
Châteauneuf-du-Pape, at 75% Grenache, 15% Syrah and the rest a blend of Cinsault, Mourvèdre and
Vaccarèse. The difference is that the Grenache in this wine was planted in 1905. And what a difference that
makes. This is dark, plummy and rich but still vibrant and fresh. Full-bodied, velvety and intense, it boasts a
super finish, again loaded with intriguing notes of licorice and spice. At around $50 (I've seen it online for as
little as $40 to $45), this is a superb value in the overall scheme of CdP. 94 Points Wine Advocate
2016 Domaine de Marcoux Chateauneuf-du-Pape $65
The 2016 Chateauneuf du Pape is a blend of 85% Grenache, 10% Mourvèdre and 5% Syrah, aged
predominantly in concrete and foudre. Biodynamically farmed and traditionally made, it reached 15.5% alcohol,
which shows a bit in the wine's size and slight warmth. It's full-bodied, rich and velvety, with bold black cherry
fruit, hints of clove and cola and a long, savory-spicy finish. I'd opt for drinking it over the next 6-7 years. 93
Points Wine Advocate
2016 Domaine Giraud Chateauneuf-du-Pape $56
Made from 50- to 80-year-old vines, the 2016 Chateauneuf du Pape offers tremendous purity for an entry-level
cuvée. Pine and rosemary notes accent bright cherry fruit in this full-bodied, creamy textured and lush example
of Châteauneuf-du-Pape. The assemblage is 80% Grenache, 15% Syrah and 5% Mourvèdre. Enjoy it over the
next decade. 93 Points Wine Advocate

2015 Domaine La Garrigue La Cantarelle Vacqueyras $30
The 2015 Vacqueyras la Cantarelle features wonderfully prominent scents of lavender and bay leaf alongside
plenty of raspberry fruit. This medium to full-bodied blend of 85% Grenache and 15% Syrah is supple on the
mid-palate, then spicy and firm on the finish, gradually growing into an intense yet elegant wine. Drink it now
and over the next 5-8 years. 92 Points Wine Advocate
2016 Domaine de Marcoux La Lorentine Lirac $26
This biodynamically run producer in Châteauneuf du Pape has been farming vineyards in Lirac for well over a
decade, and the 2016 Lirac La Lorentine is easily the best yet, coming close in quality to the Châteauneuf.
Aged in concrete, it's full-bodied and creamy in texture, with bold flavors of cola and singed red plum. Rich,
supple and long on the finish, it delivers plenty of pleasure. 92 Points Wine Advocate
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